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Travel Management Decision Proves Appealing

Collaborative planning is a way forward. The next step

is umplementation, such as this volunteer delineated route,

Upper Owens River, Fuly 2009.

Your bequest helps
Friends of the Inyo
forge new paths for
stewardship of the
public lands of the
Eastern Sierra. Planning
now could help reduce
taxes on your estate.
Many gift options are
available.

Please contact Darren
Malloy for more
information:

Darren Malloy
Friends of the Inyo
Gift Planning

699 W. Line St.
Bishop, CA 3546
760-873-6500

THIS AUGUST, Inyo National
Forest Supervisor Jim Upchurch
released his final decision on the
Inyo’s Motorized Travel Man-
agement process (also known as
route designation).The Supervi-
sor’s sound decision culminates
a nearly decade long journey
to sort through the unplanned
spaghetti of roads criss-crossing
the Inyo and create a sensible,
manageable and more sustain-
able system of roads and trails
for motorized use.

In making his final deter-
mination, Supervisor Upchruch
wrote that he was “especially
pleased that the Selected Alter-
native was developed in part
as a collaborative community-
based effort.” Known as the
Collaborative Alternative Team,
or CAT, nearly two dozen indi-
viduals came together, indepen-
dent of the Forest Service, to
see if a compromise on which
roads to designate and which to
restore could be found.

The CAT embodied a break-

through in local public lands
dialogue. As the CAT State-
ment of Findings finally read,
“the goal of the CAT, collective-
ly, and its members, individu-
ally, was not to ‘win’ or ‘beat’
anyone or anything. The goal
was to use our local knowledge
to create a designated system of
roads, trails and areas across the
Inyo that works for people and
the land.”

In the case of travel manage-
ment, it appears this effort has
worked well enough to produce
a decision that received only
two, relatively minor, appeals.
This is huge considering oppos-
ing forces have long been mass-
ing their resources to appeal
and stall this critical process on
forests across the country.

The true test of whether
collaboration can work will be
written on the land and in our
community—a demonstrated
increase in a land ethic, users
staying on designated routes,
better maintenance of the des-
ignated system and efficient on-
the ground implementation of
this decision.

Sherwins Working
Group Wraps Up

By Stacy Corless

ANOTHER COLLABORATIVE
planning effort with the Inyo
National Forest has reached an
important milestone. The Sher-
wins Working Group, which
included Friends of the Inyo
members and staff, completed
its proposal for recreational plan-
ning on Forest Service lands in
the Sherwins/Mammoth Mead-
ows area. This “diverse volun-
teer citizens’ committee” (in the
group’s own words from the
proposal) took as its guiding

principle “to value and respect
the many different users, the
natural habitats and resources
of this area. Appropriate land
use, avoidance of potential user
conflicts...and wildlife consid-
erations have been core to con-
sensus.”

Inyo National Forest staff will
review the proposal and begin
the planning and implementa-
tion process this winter. Friends
of the Inyo will continue to stay
involved as this planning effort
moves forward.

Fish Slough Volun-

teer Effort Continues
By Andrew Schurr

FRIENDS OF THE INYO, in
coordination with the BLM
and the Department of Fish
and Game, continues to moni-
tor the sensitive Fish Slough
area on the Volcanic Tableland
north of Bishop. With the help
of many dedicated volunteers,
we work to protect endangered
pupfish, sensitive desert ripar-
ian habitat and prevent van-
dalism and theft of important
cultural resources. Fish Slough
is an absolutely beautiful area
that every one should see. With
its abundant plant and animal
life, the Fish Slough area is a
rare oasis in a stark volcanic
landscape that has provided
humans and animals with sanc-
tuary for centuries. Petroglyphs
and lithic artifacts abound,
birds are ever-present and rare
fish species call it home. It is
important to continue to pro-
tect this very special place. We
can’t do it alone and are always
looking for more help. If you
would like to volunteer contact
Andrew Schurr at andrew@
friendsoftheinyo.org.
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Essay

Many Hands for Public Lands

Implementing Wilderness

By Paul McFarland

here’s an old truism that it’s not so much how you handle

a loss that matters, but how you handle success. Here

in the Eastern Sierra, we have some pretty huge, recent
success for public lands—none greater than the Omnibus Public
Lands Act of 2009 and the nearly half a million acres of new
Wilderness it protects.

Because of the work of hundreds of folks over many years — prob-
ably many of you holding this newsletter right now— places such
as Cottonwood Basin in the White Mountains and Glass Creek
Meadow in the Owens River Headwaters are now legally designated
Wilderness areas “where the earth and its community of life are
untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not
remain.”

Does that mean we can rest assured knowing these places are
preserved for future generations?

True, they are preserved on paper. Yet, there still is work to do on
the ground to secure the physical protection of these amazing lands.
Yosemite toads can’t read, and Bristlecone pines probably find
trifles like congressional deliberation and legislation dismissible and

transitory. “Future generations”, have yet to be born to enjoy this
wilderness that they, unknowingly of course, have helped justify and
create. It also must be said that there is a segment of our popula-
tion that doesn’t view the long-term preservation of wilderness as a
success, much less a good thing.

Our real challenge is to make these hard won designations matter
to the Yosemite toad, the Bristlecone pine, the unhappy motorized
recreationist, and the future birder, yet unborn. To do right by this
protection we have all strived to create, we’ve a lot of good work
still to do.

This work includes everything from putting up boundary signs to
educating people about designated wilderness; inventorying camp-
sites, trails, grazing allotments and other human creations to set a
foundation for future management.

To make these new designations matter, we need to get out
there on the ground. We need to fix the trails that are eroding into
streams, restore shortcuts through meadows, assess the current
ecological health of these special places, and craft thoughtful plans
for maintaining their ecological health, as well as sustaining it in a
changing world.

We need to empower people—on-the-ground rangers and stew-
ards, paid and volunteers—to manage the natural resources, along
with the human resources: the folks who will inevitably come to
these areas seeking the restorative power held in those sacred places
we deem wilderness worthy, a designation bestowed upon only
.05% of the land in the U.S. In short, we need to make sure future
(and current) generations know how to poop in the woods.

Wilderness designation is one of the best tools we have to protect
that storied “last best place” we all carry with us. This designation
is not the end of our work, but rather just another beginning. If
we are going to give these special places a chance at hanging onto
their wildness in an ever-changing world, then we—you, me, all of
us —must figure out how to gracefully and sustainably implement
success.

We have a lot of work to do.

It all starts with going outside. Be sure to take a friend with you.

Friends in the new Owens River Headwaters Wilderness,
4 Fuly 2009.
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Member News

The Original Mammoth Stewards

By Stacy Corless

photos: Drew Foster

(Above) The upper Lakes Basin is
much loved and cared for, thanks to

the original Mammoth stewards.
(Right)

Stopping the trans-Sterra highway
led to the Ansel Adams Wilderness. |

ast year, we received an inspiring letter from Friends
of the Inyo members Bob and Peggy Schotz. Bob and
Peggy lived in Mammoth for decades, operating lodges
in the Mammoth Lakes Basin. Here’s what Bob wrote:

When I drifted into the Eastern Sierra and Mammoth Lakes some 68
years ago, I was smitten with the whole area, its lakes and streams, its
mountains and valleys, its seasons and their beaury. And I never left. 54
years ago, I was joined by Peggy...who shared the same love of the area
and its meanming and has expressed it so well in her paintings.

We have always been [attuned] to environmental and preservation
issues, in a small way to try to help preserve in a natural state what was
given us. Some efforts were large, others small. Some were successful, some
were not. But they all mattered and all were important.

A number of years ago, the environmental movement suffered personal
losses... We were discouraged and wondered who would rise to take their
places, who would carry the torch.

We were soon to soon realize that it is people like yourselves and your

organization, FOI, who have risen to accept the challenge, to protect what

1s left for the future. You are the new “keepers of the flame.”We admire and

appreciate all your efforts. Thank you and we wish you continued success.

It was an honor for Friends of the Inyo to be included in such lofty
company, and I can assure Bob and Peggy that we will do all we can
to keep the flame.

Reading Bob’s letter—and spending time caring for places in the
Lakes Basin this summer—made me realize what a fine foundation
of stewardship he and Peggy helped build. They, along with fellow
Friends of the Inyo member and longtime Mammoth Lakes Basin
author and resident Genny Smith, were the original Mammoth
stewards.

With their hospitality and art, their knowledge and respect of
the place, Bob, Peggy and Genny helped generations of visitors fall
in love with the Lakes Basin. They also helped save it—an act that
eventually created the Ansel Adams Wilderness, forming one of the
largest contiguous roadless areas in the United States.

This August, I had the pleasure of visiting Genny at her cabin
overlooking Twin Lakes, and she told me some of the story. Back in
the mid-1960s, westside governments seeking economic develop-
ment proposed four-lane trans-Sierra highway through the central
Sierra. This year-round route would have followed an old trade trail
along the Middle Fork San Joaquin, forever altering the watershed
and the wild landscape at the heart of the range.

Despite immense obstacles, these local activists (and business
people and parents) banded together in a grassroots effort that ulti-
mately stopped the project. Down in the Reds Meadow Resort cafe,
there’s a photo of then-governor Ronald Reagan at Summit Meadow
(taken there on horseback by Reds Meadow owner, Bob Tanner),
declaring that the road would not be built. “We simply don’t need
another highway,” Reagan said, adding that “any additional motor-
ized access through this part of the southern Sierra will have a major
adverse impact on the fragile wilderness values we hold so dear.”

By stopping that road, Bob, Peggy and Genny paved the way for
current conservation successes. Thank you!

Rendezvous 2009

We had a fantastic time—and
turnout—for the member party
back in September. Huge thanks
to all who attended. Be sure

to save the last Saturday in
September 2010 for Friends of
the Inyo fun!

all photos: Kevin Shea
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Memb cr N CWS.. continued

New Photo Book on the John Muir Trail

Editor’s Note: Friends of the Inyo member, wilderness advocate and
master photographer John Dittli just finished this amazing new project.
I couldn’t wait until Christmas to order my copy of the book, and start
dreaming of the high country.

Walk the Sky: Following the Fohn Muir Trail, a new full-color celebra-
tion of the John Muir Trail in California’s High Sierra published
by Companion Press in Bishop, presents the most comprehensive
photographic essay treatment of the Trail since Ansel Adams’
treatment in 1938. Over the course of three decades mountaineer-
photographer John Dittli has captured the stunning scenery and
spirit of wilderness along the summit of the Pacific Crest. Walk the
Sky features 85 spectacular large format color plates (including 18
double-page panoramas) and four thoughtful essays by Eastern
Sierra writer Mark Schlenz on the history of the trail, John Muir’s
early 20th century wilderness advocacy, the joy of walking the
watersheds and passes the trail traverses, and wilderness ethics of
High Sierra hiking.

Completed in 1938, the John Muir Trail traverses more than 200
roadless miles through Yosemite National Park, the Ansel Adams
Wilderness, the John Muir Wilderness, and Sequoia and Kings
Canyon National Parks. In Walk the Sky, the reader journeys with
John Dittli’s spectacular images north to south—from Yosemite
Valley to Mount Whitney—along John Muir’s 221-mile name-
sake route through the wilderness areas at the heart of the Sierra
Nevada. This is an extraordinary walk: each hiker encounters high
passes, stream crossings, mountain meadows and lakes, thunder-
storms, and daunting physical challenges along with awesome
beauty and the camaraderie of the trail. Those who hike the JMT
(or take it on as part of a Pacific Crest Trail journey) devote months
to advance planning and weeks to walk these mountain miles. The
experience inspires passionate enthusiasm for the John Muir Trail—
and precious wilderness preserved in the High Sierra—among

Morning light ships beneath an impending storm, Mt Clarence
King, upper Woods Creek, John Mur Trail, Kings Canyon
National Park.

hikers around the world. John Muir inspired countless others
to share his passions for walking and wilderness conservation—
and a century later, no person who has walked his trail remains
unchanged.

This stunning collection of photographs by a Sierra mountain-
eer who knows this country intimately throughout the seasons will
appeal to all who have walked the John Muir Trail—and anyone who
hopes to walk it—as they follow Muir’s trail and “walk the sky.”

A hardcover coffee table book, Walk the Sky: Following the John
Muir Trail retails for $49.95 and is available at Spellbinder Books
in Bishop and The Booky Joint in Mammoth Lakes, as well as
National Park and Forest Service Visitor Centers in the Sierra
region. A limited edition slipcased, signed and numbered edition of
300 is available only from photographer John Dittli at www.johndit-
tli.com.

Atttention members! Do you have good news for us? Please share it by

emailing stacy@friendsoftheinyo.org.

(Left to right)
Chilaquiles taste even better by a morning campfire.
You’re never too young to cook at an FOI campout.

Eastside favorite The Dyscelrics (and guests) entertain into
the night.

Todd Vogel tops off another incredible meal.

Member/photographer Kevin Shea helps Darren Malloy
with the prize turkey.

1 wyof :010yd



JEFFREY PINE JOURNAL

VOLUME VII, ISSUE II

Last Words

Winter Events & Explorations
Go to www.Friendsofthelnyo.org for details!

December 4-5 Wild & Scenic Film Festival

January 9 Snowshoe Glass Creek/Obsidian Dome
January 10 Glass Creek Meadow/White Wing Ski Tour
January 23 June Burn Area Ski Tour

Chocolate Peak Hike/Snowshoe
Inyo Craters Ski Tour

February 14
February 20

March 5-7 Surprise Canyon Tamarisk Tour
March 13 Tablelands Tour

April 24 Grouse Mountain Hike

April 8-11 Argus Mountains Service Trip

May 8 International Migratory Bird Day Hike,

White Mountains

Heartfelt Thanks to
Our wonderful members and amazing volunteers
who showed up all summer long
MLTPA staff: John, Kim, Lara, Linsey and Chuck
Kevin Shea
Alpine Paint
Doit Center/Mammoth
Marci Satterfield/Wilderness Catering
Tioga Pass Resort staff and guests

In Memory of...
Bill Reid, Mono County Supervisor, whose thoughtful,
fair and considerate leadership will be missed, and Jeffery Maurer, one
of the earth’s gentlest souls who taught us how to know
and love the land and one another.

Congratulations to...
Sally Miller and Paul McFarland,
recipients of the Sierra Nevada Alliance’s 2009 Frank Wells' Last Best
Place award for their work in wilderness protection!
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The festival returns to the Eastern Sierra for a third year, with two different
programs in Mammoth and Bishop. This year, Cerro Coso College is the
venue in both Inyo and Mono. Films highlight adventure and activism
around the globe. And we'll be premiering a new Friends of the Inyo film!
Tickets are $10 per night, and will be available at Wilson’s Eastside Sports in
Bishop and Access Art & Business Center in Mammoth on November 19.
Join Friends of the Inyo or renew/upgrade your membership and get a free
film fest ticket!

MAMMOTH

Friday, December 4: 7 p.m.
Cerro Coso College
(off Meridian Blvd)

BISHOP

Saturday, December 5: 7p.m.
Cerro Coso College
(West Line Street)

Ticket and film information at
www.friendsoftheinyo.org

EASTERN SIERRA STEWARDSHIP CORPS
BUSINESS SUPPORTER

Access, Anything Goes Catering, AV Sierra Club, Jo Bacon, Bardini Foundation, Bear With Us,
Bardini Foundation, Cardinal Investments, Erica Chapin and Robin Roberts, Cheryl Bretton
Appraisal, Coldwell Banker Mammoth Real Estate/Patty Schwartzkopf, Nils Davis Design,

Daylight's Healing Touch, Eastside Magazine, Flowmotion Pilates, Focused Fitness,
The Green Thread/Tim and Leslie Willoughby, Hardy and Place, InTouch Microspa,
John Dittli Photography, Richard Kauffmann, Randall and Mary Kauffmann,

Law Offices of Timothy B. Sanford, Marla Sweeney, McDonald’s of Lone Pine/Bishop/
Mammoth Lakes, Patti Milliron/Hanz On Massage and Yoga, Mono Market, Muhka,
Mammoth Lakes Sunrise Rotary, Nils Davis Design & Production, Sierra Conservation Project,
Sierra Maps, Sierra Solar, Spotted Dog Press, Frank Stewart and Lisa Jaeger, The Sheet,
Tioga Pass Resort, Vermilion Valley Resort, Vern Clevenger Gallery, Derrick Volceka,
Wilderness Catering, Wilson’s Eastside Sports, Yosemite Halfdome View Vacation Rentals
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Business Sponsors

106 S. Main Street, Suite 201 ‘ F&0BS3.871]
Bishop, CA 93514

www hardyplace. com

HARDY & PLACE

atforneys at law

& "\‘:’]‘%_f\::‘, Strength, Flexibility, Prevention
i} :’ j\\ \)% and Healing through Movement
\ //

FlowMotion Pilates, Bishop, CA

Owner Margy Verba
is Pilates Method Alliance Gold Certified
699 W. Line St., Ste. E, Bishop
760-920-2332
www.flowmotionpilates.com
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connecting people with wild places

Todd Vogel, director
760-920-0774

todd@outdoorlink.org
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Lee Vining

since 1926...

your full-service community grocer

featuring:

“Mono-made” goodies,
locally-grown produce,
natural foods, real beer

Find it all in the red cabin on the
south end of Lee Vining.
760-647-1010

PATTI MILLIRON PH: (760)873.5606

ASierra Solar

Grid-Tie & Off-Grid Sola Electric Systems

Your residential Grid-Tie specialist Servmg ‘Mono & IMC L
since -1990. Complete system-design & installation. 30% Federal Tax
Crediton-Grid-Tie Systems. Ultility Company rebates & Net Metering.

There’s never been a better time to convert your home or business to Solar Energy!

760-937-0307

lic.#360454

Nils Davis Graphic Design & Production

Clustom (e Design

| Gustom, professional design
| Functional, usahle and easy-to-find sites
| Ask us about our FREE content management system

760.872.7418
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FRIENDS OF THE INYO
699 WEsT LINE, SUITE A
Bisaor, CALIFORNIA 93514

Join with us to preserve the Eastern Sierra

MEMBERSHIP LLEVELS:
. $38 Clark’s Nutcracker
—_$50 Yosemite Toad All members will receive our

— $100 Sierral b1 biannual newsletter, as well
$500 Wilderness Steward A
as timely alerts on

__ Please send a gift membership to the address below

QA Do not include my name in the annual report Eastern Sierra public lands
You wiLL Receive A FREE 100% ORGANIC COTTON FRIENDS OF THE INYO T-SHIRT WITH conservation issues.

A DONATION OF $50 OR MORE.

(SShirl\tASiEeXL) O Mens O Womens Please make all checks payable to FOL.

All donations to FOI are tax-deductible.

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE FRIENDS OF THE INYO

PRESERVATION ¢ EXPLORATION ¢« STEWARDSHIP

EMAIL

was ST

www.friendsoftheinyo.org




